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Mario Pieri (1860-1913)-the subject of my ongoing dissertation-was a mem- 
ber of Giuseppe Peano’s school of Italian geometers at the University of Turin. 
His legacy to mathematics includes axiomatizations of elementary geometry, pro- 
jective real and complex geometry, enumerative geometry, and arithmetic. He 
obtained important results in algebraic geometry, including the classical formula 
that bears his name. His research in the foundations of geometry in particular 
anticipated future developments in the field. Pieri also made contributions in the 
areas of differential geometry and vector calculus. In his relatively brief mathe- 
matical career he wrote 60 papers, a textbook of projective geometry, a transla- 
tion of Christian von Staudt’s Geometrie der Lage, and four book reviews. 
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There is some evidence of Mario Pieri’s influence on the thinking of others. 
Bertrand Russell bases his treatment of projective geometry in The Principles of 
Mathematics on the research of Pieri. He states: “In what follows, I am mainly 
indebted to Pieri, ‘I Principii della Geometria di Posizione,’ Turin 1898. This is, in 
my opinion, the best work on the present subject” [Russell 1903, 3821. Hubert 
Kennedy, the noted researcher on Giuseppe Peano, acknowledges Pieri’s work in 
axiomatics: “The results reached by Pieri constitute an epoch in the study of the 
foundations of geometry” [Kennedy 1973, 232 (note)]. George E. Martin, the 
geometer, not only recognizes Pieri’s work in this area, but criticizes its relative 
obscurity: “Mario Pieri wrote ‘Della geometria elementare come sistema ipotetico 
deduttivo’ in 1899. This axiomatic development of the Euclidean plane was not 
widely accepted at the time and is not as well known now as it might be” [Martin 
1975, 1391. 
Mario Pieri’s identification as a disciple of Peano in one sense has secured his 
place in history, but also may have obscured his unique contributions to mathe- 
matics. Except for two papers by Beppo Levi [1913] and Fulvia Skof [1960], I 
have been unable to locate any definitive study of Pieri’s works. I am seeking 
assistance in discovering additional evidence about whom Pieri may have influ- 
enced in the foundations and teaching of geometry. I welcome any information or 
advice that could help this doctoral thesis. 
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